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Palestinians struggle to build in West Bank

West Bank (Reuters) - In the occupied West Bank, a bedouin

community whose school is made out of car tires and mud faces the

same problem as a developer planning a whole new Palestinian

town: building controls imposed by Israel.

WORLD

As Israel enforces a partial, temporary freeze on building in its West Bank settlements,

Palestinians and their government are struggling to develop their communities in large areas of the

territory that fall under full Israeli jurisdiction.

Under interim peace agreements with the Palestinians, Israel exercises civil and military control in

about 60 percent of the West Bank. Known as "Area C," the zone envelops settlements built since

Israel occupied the West Bank in a 1967 war.

The Jahalin bedouin are Area C residents who gave up seeking permission to build long ago but

want their children to read. They erected the makeshift school with the help of an Italian NGO this

year, their community representative said.

"Many of our students are illiterate due to the difficulty of getting to school," said Mohammed

Qarashan, spokesman for a community that decades ago settled on land which he said they rent

from two Palestinian villages.
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"We never apply for any permissions because we know in advance none are given."

On the grounds that it was an unlicensed building, Israel issued a demolition order against the

school, said Shlomo Lecker, an Israeli lawyer who represents the local bedouin.

He secured a court injunction against the order. But in the meantime, Israeli settlers living on a

nearby hill had launched their own petition to demand it be knocked down, together with the

shacks where the Jahalin live, he said.

Compounding the threats, the community sits on land Israel has set aside to widen a highway

used by both Palestinians and Israelis. The Palestinians had been ready to relocate their camp

but the Israeli authorities had not agreed to a permit that would allow them to reassemble it

elsewhere, Lecker said.

"They demanded demolition without any guarantee that they could rebuild," he said.

Reuters made repeated requests for comment from the official body which oversees Israel's

activities in the West Bank but at the time of publication it had not provided a response.

OFF-LIMITS

Under the interim agreements, Israeli control of Area C should have ended 18 months after it was

established in 1995, said Hassan Asfour, a former Palestinian negotiator.

"Israel uses it to choke the Palestinian Authority and to restrict regional expansion and building.

While allowing the settlers to build settlements and have natural growth, it chokes Palestinian

natural growth and expansion," he said.

The arrangements which resulted from the 1993 Oslo Accords are a far cry from the independent

state in the West Bank and Gaza Strip which Palestinians hoped to have established by now.

Israel says that is the fault of Palestinians for not ending violence and threats against the Jewish

state.

Sixteen years on from Oslo and one violent uprising later, the Palestinian Authority continues to

exercise civil and internal security over islands of territory amounting to just 17 percent of the West

Bank.

Palestinians do not need Israeli permission to build there. In the remaining 23 percent, or "Area B,"

the Palestinians have civil control while Israel is responsible for security.

Since the beginning of 2009, 180 Palestinian-owned structures have been demolished in Area C

due to lack of building permits, says the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in

the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

The last demolition was in July. The Israeli-controlled zone remains "to a large extent, off-limits for

Palestinian use and development," the U.N. body said in a November report.

The government led by U.S.-backed Prime Minister Salam Fayyad feels the restrictions as much

as ordinary Palestinians. Many of the large projects it is planning, including an airport and
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industrial zones, are designated for Area C.

While Israel has eased movement restrictions across the West Bank, contributing to economic

growth, it continues to block most Palestinian development projects in the area, said Public Works

and Housing Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh.

"What we are doing is preparing the ground, hoping that this situation will change," he told

Reuters.

Earlier this year, Tony Blair, envoy for the international Quartet of Middle East mediators, called

for a new planning system in the area so the Palestinians could develop their land.

Seeking to combat the system, the Palestinian government is encouraging farming in the area,

Shtayyeh said. "If Israel is stopping us from building an airport, it does not stop us from cultivating

the land."

BUILDING ON THE HILLTOPS

In Israel's West Bank settlements, the 10-month construction moratorium announced in November

allows settlers to press on with the building of some 3,000 homes already authorized.

Public buildings are exempt, as are West Bank settlements that fall within Israel's Jerusalem

municipality, which extends deep into the territory. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said

building will resume at the end of the 10-month period.

Nonetheless, settlers are protesting, and were rallying in Jerusalem on Wednesday to demonstrate

their will to build on.

Palestinian developer Bashar Masri says Palestinians must try to limit future settlement expansion

by building more themselves. He is about to start work on the construction of a new town called

Rawabi in the hills outside Ramallah.

The $300 million project is on terrain which falls under Palestinian jurisdiction. But the land upon

which he needs to build an access road to the site does not. He says he has been awaiting Israeli

approval for the road for two years.

"I want to see the road under Palestinian jurisdiction," said Masri, whose development will sit atop

a group of hills across the valley from an Israeli settlement.

The town will initially be home to 25,000 but meet only a fraction of the growing Palestinian

demand for housing. "The cities are already highly populated. That leaves very limited areas that

you can really develop," he said.

"Area C is a huge problem."

(Editing by Samia Nakhoul)

WORLD

http://blogs.reuters.com/search/journalist.php?edition=us&n=samia.nakhoul&
http://www.reuters.com/news/world
http://www.reuters.com/news/world


Palestinians struggle to build in West Bank |  Reuters

http: / /www.reuters.com/article/ idUSTRE5B81CM20091209[14/06/2010 11.42.44]

Ads by  Google What's This?

Why is Brazil Hot

What the Banks are not saying What the Banks are investing in

www.greenwood-management.com

Money Banking

Find Providers of Banking. Your Business Solution Business.com

www.business.com

Stock Charts

Free Stock & Market Charts with Advanced Charting Capabilities

www.zignals.com

More  from  Reuters

Obama  leadership on BP spill
faces test ing w eek

WASHINGTON/LONDON (Reuters) - Barack

Obama's leadership of the Gulf of Mexico oil  spill

faces key tests this week as the U.S. president

gives his first national address on the disaster and

meets top BP executives for the first time. | Video

Jobs key to  housing  recovery

U.S.  discovers  $1  trillion  Afghan  mineral  deposits: report

Israel  sets up ow n  inquiry into  Gaza ship  raid

Honda  China  strike  could  spur  broader w orker  demands

China's  AgBank  seeks record  $23  billion IPO

»  More Top New s

Stocks look  to  Europe  and  U.S.

economy

Jobs key to  housing  recovery

China's  AgBank  seeks record  $23

billion IPO

Spirit  Airlines pilots strike  grounds

flights

BP unlikely  to  cancel  dividend,  but

mulls several ideas: source

BUSINESS

Ethnic  violence  in Kyrgyzstan  kills

117  | VIDEO

Yemen says thw arts al Qaeda  plot

in oil province

Kazakh uranium drive sheds Soviet

nuclear  legacy

Both  Koreas to  address U.N. over

ship  sinking

China  evict ions slam door on elites,

w orkers alike

WORLD

Thomson Reuters is the world's largest international multimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, business news, technology news, headline news, small business news, news alerts,

personal finance, stock market, and mutual  funds information available on Reuters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television platforms. Thomson Reuters journalists are subject to an Editorial Handbook

which requires fair presentation and disclosure of relevant interests.

NYSE and AMEX quotes delayed by at least 20 minutes. Nasdaq delayed by at least 15 minutes. For a complete list of exchanges and delays, please click here.

© Copyright 2010 Thomson Reuters

Editorial  Editions:  REUTERS

Contact Us

Advertise With Us

Help

Journalism Handbook

Archive

Site Index

Video Index

Reader Feedback

 

Analyst Research

Mobile

Newsletters

RSS

Podcasts

Widgets

Your View

Labs

THOMSON REUTERS

Copyright

Disclaimer

Privacy

Professional Products

Professional Products

Support

Financial Products

About Thomson Reuters

Careers

ONLINE  PRODUCTS

Acquisitions Monthly

Buyouts

Venture Capital Journal

International Financing Review

Project Finance International

PEhub.com

PE Week

FindLaw

Fayyad irks Abbas allies w ith statehood speech
Mar 12, 2010

Editorial Editions:

javascript:Reuters.utils.popup('/tools/googleAdHelp', '320', '330')
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B7QT1e_kVTNvxA4HX_Aa1jbiWD7-Hw-AB5--yhxTPgvPrBoC1GBABGAEg7sWMBigDOABQ1OSe8QVg_YKRhOgRoAGNgpv9A7IBD3d3dy5yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbcgBAdoBNGh0dHA6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS9pZFVTVFJFNUI4MUNNMjAwOTEyMDmAAgGpAmFaY67Wkrg-wAIBqAMB6AMl6AP0BegD2QToA_EG9QMAAAAE9QMAIAIB&num=1&sig=AGiWqtywlAq4QleDU-_2v3sVba7JEhST7w&client=ca-reuters-na_js&adurl=http://intranet.greenwood-management.com/landing.php%3Fid%3D799
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B7QT1e_kVTNvxA4HX_Aa1jbiWD7-Hw-AB5--yhxTPgvPrBoC1GBABGAEg7sWMBigDOABQ1OSe8QVg_YKRhOgRoAGNgpv9A7IBD3d3dy5yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbcgBAdoBNGh0dHA6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS9pZFVTVFJFNUI4MUNNMjAwOTEyMDmAAgGpAmFaY67Wkrg-wAIBqAMB6AMl6AP0BegD2QToA_EG9QMAAAAE9QMAIAIB&num=1&sig=AGiWqtywlAq4QleDU-_2v3sVba7JEhST7w&client=ca-reuters-na_js&adurl=http://intranet.greenwood-management.com/landing.php%3Fid%3D799
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B7QT1e_kVTNvxA4HX_Aa1jbiWD7-Hw-AB5--yhxTPgvPrBoC1GBABGAEg7sWMBigDOABQ1OSe8QVg_YKRhOgRoAGNgpv9A7IBD3d3dy5yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbcgBAdoBNGh0dHA6Ly93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS9pZFVTVFJFNUI4MUNNMjAwOTEyMDmAAgGpAmFaY67Wkrg-wAIBqAMB6AMl6AP0BegD2QToA_EG9QMAAAAE9QMAIAIB&num=1&sig=AGiWqtywlAq4QleDU-_2v3sVba7JEhST7w&client=ca-reuters-na_js&adurl=http://intranet.greenwood-management.com/landing.php%3Fid%3D799
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BZzr8e_kVTNvxA4HX_Aa1jbiWD5q130XO3_WZAsCNtwGwvRAQAhgCIO7FjAYoAzgAUJXC4cz______wFg_YKRhOgRsgEPd3d3LnJldXRlcnMuY29tyAEB2gE0aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlL2lkVVNUUkU1QjgxQ00yMDA5MTIwOcgCpO3JBKgDAegDJegD9AXoA9kE6APxBvUDAAAABPUDACACAQ&num=2&ggladgrp=382972838&gglcreat=505264538&sig=AGiWqtxwKymKXJCtbo4FrXJtBHgRqnL8mQ&client=ca-reuters-na_js&adurl=http://rd.business.com/index.asp%3Fbdcu%3DB374B296-CCF8-11D3-82C9-00C04F01021C%26mkt%3D46710%26mkw%3Dc_money%2520banking_505264538
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BZzr8e_kVTNvxA4HX_Aa1jbiWD5q130XO3_WZAsCNtwGwvRAQAhgCIO7FjAYoAzgAUJXC4cz______wFg_YKRhOgRsgEPd3d3LnJldXRlcnMuY29tyAEB2gE0aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlL2lkVVNUUkU1QjgxQ00yMDA5MTIwOcgCpO3JBKgDAegDJegD9AXoA9kE6APxBvUDAAAABPUDACACAQ&num=2&ggladgrp=382972838&gglcreat=505264538&sig=AGiWqtxwKymKXJCtbo4FrXJtBHgRqnL8mQ&client=ca-reuters-na_js&adurl=http://rd.business.com/index.asp%3Fbdcu%3DB374B296-CCF8-11D3-82C9-00C04F01021C%26mkt%3D46710%26mkw%3Dc_money%2520banking_505264538
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BZzr8e_kVTNvxA4HX_Aa1jbiWD5q130XO3_WZAsCNtwGwvRAQAhgCIO7FjAYoAzgAUJXC4cz______wFg_YKRhOgRsgEPd3d3LnJldXRlcnMuY29tyAEB2gE0aHR0cDovL3d3dy5yZXV0ZXJzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlL2lkVVNUUkU1QjgxQ00yMDA5MTIwOcgCpO3JBKgDAegDJegD9AXoA9kE6APxBvUDAAAABPUDACACAQ&num=2&ggladgrp=382972838&gglcreat=505264538&sig=AGiWqtxwKymKXJCtbo4FrXJtBHgRqnL8mQ&client=ca-reuters-na_js&adurl=http://rd.business.com/index.asp%3Fbdcu%3DB374B296-CCF8-11D3-82C9-00C04F01021C%26mkt%3D46710%26mkw%3Dc_money%2520banking_505264538
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B7qLge_kVTNvxA4HX_Aa1jbiWD6rzu6MBjvGekRHM6cmsCuCYFxADGAMg7sWMBigDOABQiPKcVGD9gpGE6BGyAQ93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb23IAQHaATRodHRwOi8vd3d3LnJldXRlcnMuY29tL2FydGljbGUvaWRVU1RSRTVCODFDTTIwMDkxMjA5gAIBqQJhLSVoH220PsACAagDAegDJegD9AXoA9kE6APxBvUDAAAABPUDACACAQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqtyHxt38egTip_HIVvFA71TYnE37aw&client=ca-reuters-na_js&adurl=http://www.zignals.com/main/stock_charts/stock_charts.aspx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B7qLge_kVTNvxA4HX_Aa1jbiWD6rzu6MBjvGekRHM6cmsCuCYFxADGAMg7sWMBigDOABQiPKcVGD9gpGE6BGyAQ93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb23IAQHaATRodHRwOi8vd3d3LnJldXRlcnMuY29tL2FydGljbGUvaWRVU1RSRTVCODFDTTIwMDkxMjA5gAIBqQJhLSVoH220PsACAagDAegDJegD9AXoA9kE6APxBvUDAAAABPUDACACAQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqtyHxt38egTip_HIVvFA71TYnE37aw&client=ca-reuters-na_js&adurl=http://www.zignals.com/main/stock_charts/stock_charts.aspx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B7qLge_kVTNvxA4HX_Aa1jbiWD6rzu6MBjvGekRHM6cmsCuCYFxADGAMg7sWMBigDOABQiPKcVGD9gpGE6BGyAQ93d3cucmV1dGVycy5jb23IAQHaATRodHRwOi8vd3d3LnJldXRlcnMuY29tL2FydGljbGUvaWRVU1RSRTVCODFDTTIwMDkxMjA5gAIBqQJhLSVoH220PsACAagDAegDJegD9AXoA9kE6APxBvUDAAAABPUDACACAQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqtyHxt38egTip_HIVvFA71TYnE37aw&client=ca-reuters-na_js&adurl=http://www.zignals.com/main/stock_charts/stock_charts.aspx
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE6573FD20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE6573FD20100614
http://www.reuters.com/news/video?videoId=102027901&newsChannel=newsOne
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0NJ20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0OH20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0ZD20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65B0FC20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0S720100614
http://www.reuters.com/
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65A6TB20100613
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65A6TB20100613
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0NJ20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0S720100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0S720100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65C19U20100613
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65C19U20100613
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65C1FF20100613
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65C1FF20100613
http://www.reuters.com/news/archive/businessNews?date=today
http://www.reuters.com/news/archive/businessNews?date=today
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65A02B20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65A02B20100614
http://www.reuters.com/news/video?videoId=101506238&newsChannel=worldNews
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D18X20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D18X20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D19I20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D19I20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0HO20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0HO20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0WV20100614
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65D0WV20100614
http://handbook.reuters.com/index.php/Main_Page
javascript:Reuters.utils.popup('http://www.reuters.com/info/disclaimer', 540, 525, 3, 'bottomNav')
http://www.reuters.com/
http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ps_contact_us.php?p_sid=BFD7vELj&p_masthead=us
http://sales.reuters.com/mediaguide/
http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/home.php
http://handbook.reuters.com/index.php/Main_Page
http://www.reuters.com/resources/archive/us/index.html
http://www.reuters.com/assets/siteindex
http://www.reuters.com/assets/videoindex
http://blogs.reuters.com/gbu/
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/purchase/default.do
http://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile
https://commerce.us.reuters.com/profile/pages/newsletter/begin.do
http://www.reuters.com/tools/rss
http://www.reuters.com/tools/podcasts
http://www.reuters.com/tools/widgets
http://www.reuters.com/news/yourView
http://labs.reuters.com/
javascript:Reuters.utils.popup('http://www.reuters.com/info/copyright', 540, 525, 3, 'bottomNav')
javascript:Reuters.utils.popup('http://www.reuters.com/info/disclaimer', 540, 525, 3, 'bottomNav')
javascript:Reuters.utils.popup('http://www.reuters.com/info/privacy', 540, 525, 3, 'bottomNav')
http://thomsonreuters.com/
https://customers.reuters.com/Home/
https://customers.reuters.com/Home/
http://thomsonreuters.com/products_services/financial/
http://thomsonreuters.com/about/
http://careers.thomsonreuters.com/
http://www.aqm-e.com/
http://www.buyoutsnews.com/
http://www.vcjnews.com/
http://www.ifre.com/
http://www.pfie.com/
http://www.pehub.com/
http://www.pewnews.com/
http://www.findlaw.com/
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE55M4YK20090623?loomia_ow=t0:s0:a49:g43:r1:c1.000000:b29271024:z0
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE6573FD20100614

	reuters.com
	Palestinians struggle to build in West Bank | Reuters


